





Activities

Workshop topics responded to requests from community organisations.

3. Workshops
A series of monthly workshops designed to improve community
groups’ practical activism skills and outcomes began in May 2009.
The three workshops held in this reporting period were attended by
members of the Darfuri, West Papuan, Liberian, Congolese, Tamil
and Karen communities, as well as, representatives from the
Stolen Generations, human rights organisations and students.

Workshop 1: Introduction to human rights advocacy.

Workshop 2: Becoming an Effective Media Spokesperson

Workshop 3: Using International Humanitarian Law (IHL)
in Advocacy

Workshops one and three were facilitated by Anthony Kelly from the
Change Agency and the second media workshop was facilitated by
media trainer, lan Woolverton. Coordination for the workshops was
undertaken by Bronwyn Tilbury and Vaishali Kame.

Filming a participant in effective media speaking
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4. Gender research
The Humanitarian Crisis Hub recognises that women and men have
different — and gendered — experiences of war and conflict, as well
as different experiences of flight and settlement in a new country.
Because of these differences, we are committed to a focus on
gender and to supporting both women and men.

As we began working with different communities, it became appar-
ent that we were having more contact with men than with women.
Researcher Susanna Julian began work on a project looking at
effective engagement with women from culturally and linguistically
diverse (CALD) backgrounds. In her primary and secondary
research, she is collecting ‘best practices’ from community
organisations in Victoria. The final report will outline ways that

the Humanitarian Crisis Hub can best support women'’s activism.

Our commitment to gender awareness also means that all our
activities are thoroughly examined through a gender lens in
our planning processes.
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Logo designed by Melbourne University Student Union Communcations Unit
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5. Branding and website development
The Humanitarian Crisis Hub brand and logo were developed by
the Melbourne University Student Union Communications Unit. They

also designed and built the website as a user-friendly campaigning
tool for community groups. Material for the website was researched

and written by Joe Cropp and Johan Viklund as part of their Masters

internships from the University of Melbourne’s School of Social and
Environmental Enquiry.

The website was launched in February 2009 and in subsequent
months it has been developed to include Web 2.0 social networking

media such as Twitter, Facebook and Flickr. Since the implementa-
tion of these features the website’s traffic and user engagement
has more than doubled. Over the next year, the website plans to
develop community group pages and further enhance its usability
and interactivity. Gautam Raju has been maintaining and
developing the site since it went live.
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6. Planning the Resource Centre

During its first year, the Humanitarian Crisis Hub was located
within the Oxfam Australia office in Carlton, Victoria. Planning had
been underway, however, to establish our own resource centre. In
August 2009, we moved into our own premises at Ross House in
Melbourne’s CBD, to provide community groups with a place to
work on promoting human rights in war and conflict.

This centre offers computers, photocopying facilities and office
space free of charge to community groups. Most importantly, it is
an inclusive welcoming space where people can come together
to share ideas, skills and experiences.
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Finances

Income Statement for the year

ended 30 June 2009

B Revenue from grants

B Employee benefits expense
B Core activity expenses

B Administration expenses

NET SURPLUS (DEFICIT) FOR THE YEAR

Note 2b

487

Note 2¢
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Notes

2 (a)
2 (o)
2 (c)

Note 1 - Revenue from grants
B Caritas Australia
Uniting Church of Australia
Austcare
B Oxfam

TOTAL

Note 2 - Expenditure
Note 2(a) - Employee benefits expense
Employee benefits expense

This includes salary and all related oncosts paid in the period.

TOTAL

Note 2(b) - Core activity expenses
B Travel expenses
B Workshop expenses

TOTAL

Note 2(c) - Administration expenses
% Memberships
| Office fittings & transport
B Meeting expenses
B Printing & stationery
Computer expenses

TOTAL

18,182
4,545
2,273

25,000

50,000

27,414

1,751
5,594

7,345

162
920
163
129

27

1,381

Workshop and admin expenses of $6196 above are fully funded by

Amnesty International and are due to be received in August.
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